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Your Workforce Starts Here
Teens, Virtual Worlds and Starting Career Pipelines 

for High Growth Industries
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Whyvillians Meet a VIP for
Discussion at the Greek Theatre
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Ion 
Engine 
Design

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.spacegrant.nau.edu/Nasa%2520Logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.spacegrant.nau.edu/&h=270&w=334&sz=28&tbnid=YAD6yWumSzS5WM:&tbnh=92&tbnw=115&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dnasa%2Blogo&start=1&sa=X&oi=images&ct=image&cd=1


©
num

edeon, inc. 2006

Whyville Beach
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Multiplayer virtual world for teens and tweens

100,000 unique users a month

Its own newspaper, economy, government

Educational games in math, science, 
journalism, art, government and economics

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.toyota.md/images/toyota-logo.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.toyota.md/service.html&h=227&w=203&sz=7&tbnid=RVjJBeop2IwJ:&tbnh=102&tbnw=92&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dtoyota%2Blogo%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D&oi=imagesr&start=2
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.utgolfclub.com/custom/images/new_logo.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.utgolfclub.com/&h=144&w=180&sz=4&tbnid=AhZ0DjHIhy3D_M:&tbnh=76&tbnw=96&prev=/images%3Fq%3Duniversity%2Bof%2Btexas%2Blogo&start=3&sa=X&oi=images&ct=image&cd=3
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.kjtoyota.com/Images/Picture/2005/July/lg_scion-logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.springfieldtoyota.com/&h=145&w=200&sz=6&tbnid=UfI9QuGGkDIeBM:&tbnh=71&tbnw=99&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dscion%2Blogo&start=1&sa=X&oi=images&ct=image&cd=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.spacegrant.nau.edu/Nasa%2520Logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.spacegrant.nau.edu/&h=270&w=334&sz=28&tbnid=YAD6yWumSzS5WM:&tbnh=92&tbnw=115&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dnasa%2Blogo&start=1&sa=X&oi=images&ct=image&cd=1
http://www.schoolnutrition.org/DefaultPage.aspx


© numedeon, inc. 2006

“This is a story about the big public conversation 
the nation is not having about education …
whether an entire generation of kids will fail to 
make the grade in the global economy because 
they can't think their way through abstract 
problems, work in teams, (and) distinguish good 
information from bad …”

Time Magazine, December 2006
Quoting the New Commission on the Skills of

the American Workforce
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STEM Education …
1. Is a critical issue for academia, governments and 

industries
2. Underlies regional, national, global competitiveness
3. Attracts industry to regions
4. Is a basis for innovation
5. Is the feeder system for cluster initiatives
6. Is not attracting sufficient numbers of students



Pathway                              Continuous planning and assessment …

Pathway                              Continuous planning and assessment …

Pathway                              Continuous planning and assessment …

The New Education / Workforce 
Ecosystem
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Nutrition in Whyville

Healthy Diet

Not-So-Healthy Diet

“Hotwired Educational Site…Don't you wish this
kind of stuff was around when we were in school?”
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100 
articles 
submitted 
each week
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Produced by Dancemimi – a Whyville citizen 
for Whyville Times, August 28, 2005
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Funded by the Texas Workforce 
Commission through the 

Governor’s Industry Cluster 
Initiative …
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Make airplanes

Do flight test

Manage supply 
chain

WHERE’S 
MY 

AIRPLANE!!
New Century

Manufacturing
Reach 20,000 
for 
awareness

Refer 1,000 
for education
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Virtual Biotech company

Make viruses

Release into community

Join team to find vaccine

Reach 20,000 for awareness

Refer 1,000 for education

WHERE’S 
MY 

VACCINE!

WhyPox
Biotech
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Attractive & Busy

Rewarding

Fun & Challenging

Impactful

Exploratory

1
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Levels of Engagement
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Evaluator Cathleen Galas in Why Whyville
Studying WhyPox Epidemiology

• a meaningful problem
• collaborative
• think critically about the spread
• gathering data … making 

hypotheses
• many hours outside school
• deep questions, researched 

answers
• took responsibility for their own 

open-ended learning
• productive citizens
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Available May 2007
Expose 20,000

Refer 1,000
Regional workshops

Email info@whyville.net
Subject:  TWC Sign-up
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Produced by 
Dancemimi –

a Whyville 
citizen for 
Whyville 
Times, 

August 28, 
2005

Your Workforce Starts Here
Teens, Virtual Worlds and Starting Career Pipelines 

for High Growth Industries
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Great 
Balloon Drop 



“Report Decision: You are muted for 3 
days due to inappropriate behavior.”

City Workers = Law & Order

Underage newbies cannot chat until they….
• Visit the site 3 times
• Submit signed parental permission slip
• Pass ‘Chat License’ test

Whyville is Safe
Exceeds All Standards Established by COPPA

“A Networked Town That Puts
Safety and Education First”

What Is Whyville?

All in all, a proprietary 
12 pronged defense 

mechanism (11 of which, 
nobody else does!).
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Senator OrEoBaBy

“Digital Kids…research
has shown that kids
engage deeply in
virtual environments”
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Getty Museum
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